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Smith to command the ships blockading Alex-
andria, and threatening Instant resignation.
To Fanny lie wrote that It was Impossible For
him " to set up an establishment at either Naples
or Palermo." . . . cc Good Sir William, Lady
Hamilton and myself, are the main springs of the
machine which manages what Is going on in this
country. We are ail bound to England when
we can quit our posts with propriety.53
The fact was that Fanny, despite her courage
and devotion, was the last person Imaginable as
likely to succeed in taking charge of Nelson under
existing conditions. Quite apart from his love
for Emma3 Fanny's sensitive flutterings would only
have been a cause of acute embarrassment to him.
Meanwhile Gaeta and Capua surrendered, and
so did Naple5; despite the heroic efforts of the
lazzaroxi, and in January, 1799, the French pro-
claimed the Parthenopsean Republic of Southern
Italy. At Palermo, Nelson, ensconced in a house
which he shared with the Hamiltons, planned the
re-conquest of Naples. General Stuart, Ms old
colleague, had landed in Sicily fresh from the
capture of Minorca with 1,000 men, and 12,000
were expected from Russia, while there was
ever\' hope that the Austrians would soon be on
the move. Ten thousand brigands from Albania
were also available, but their help was less
cordially canvassed. Ferdinand appointed Car-
dinal Rufib Ms Vicar-General, and sent Mm
across to the mainland to raise the countryside
In a religious crusade against the French.
Most of Nelson's ships were still engaged under
Captain Ball in blockading Malta but there were
some Neapolitan^ Portuguese and Russian sMps